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KRUG NARNS GEORGIA ON HUNTING VIOLllTIONS 

“If the State of Georgia persists in its attempt to set a State season for _’ 

dove shooting which is in conflict with Federal regulations, it will bring a 

storm of protest from sportsmen in neighboring States, ft Albert M. Day, director 

of the Fish and ‘~~ildlife Service, warned today. 

Director Day’s statement followed an announcement by the Georgia State Game 
and Fish Commission that the State would permit dove shooting during September, 
which is in conflict with Federal regulations, 

Secretary of the Interior J, A. KIU~ in a letter to Gov. Melvin E. Thon;pson ’ 
of Georgia, urged him to 
<lict in dove huntirE 

“take such -measures as will eliminate the apparent con- 
A? reiulations and wipe out the confusion which wy result in 

~11 feeling on the part of some citizens of your State.” 

‘l&y I uoint out to you that the re,sponsibilitv for enforcing the Migratory 
Bird Trejty Act re?@ations is in ‘mv hands,” Secr&ry Krug stated, “and it is 
essentiF,l that there be adequate enforcesent of these regulations in Georgia. 
Unfor tunately there has been tacit encouragement of the sportsmen of Georgia to 
disregard the Federal reglations by a press release apparently issued by the 
Georgia Commission. 

“@  fear is that your citizens will be put to needless harassment and possible 
arrest and triflJ. in Federal courts because of the Commissionfs action, We do not 
desire tc arrest your good citizens and I have no doubt that rnqny of them will 
observe and ojrlirorm to the properly =authorized season as set by the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act i-Cgllctions, ‘Ilre feel that others may be -misled by the action of the 
Georgia Coznissio;l and its press release in announcing that Georgia Wildlife 
R++rs would not enforce other than State law with respect to the season. It is 
to the interest of the sportsmen, of Georgia to conform to and with the general 
pattern of a game bird that is exceedingly important to the Southeastern United 
states. 1’ 

‘Qie ?ish and Wildlife Service, l1 Director Day declared, %s long urged delay 
in opening the dove season until October or even later in the Southern States east 
of the 1% ssi ssippi River, 
doves in these states. 

because of the unsatisfactory status of the mourning 

“At its April 26 meeting, the Southeastern Association of Game and Fish Com- 
~mssioners remgni zed the necessity of reducing the total annual kill of these 



birds ir, States where they are so intensely hunted. It recommended that shooti%: 
eacn ric ’ ‘y of the season should not st,art until noon, This sug:3stion was adopted 
by the Service. 

“‘tien the mimatory hunting regulatioos w?re written this year the Service 
recoxmnded a shoiter dove shooting season. Arkansas, Mississippi , Tennessee, 
Virginia, North Carolina, Soath C&olina, Florida, Alabarn and Louisiana all 
accepted the Federal re&ations, Georgia, alone is discrimina.ting against her 
neig$bors by setting a St&e season from September 15 to 20 and between Decerrber 
15 and Januazg 31 in the northern part of the State and from December 1 to January 
31 in the re,minder of the counties. 

“If the sport of dov, p &ooting and wildfowling is to be en joyed in the future, 
Federal re_gulations mst be followed. The formula, for hunting &ich was offered 
the States is not a bureaucratic decree, It is a plan evolved throu@ the coopera- 
tive efforts of the States md the Federal qvernment for the purpose of conserving 
a great natural resmrce. It 

xrector Day stated that the Service has already sent may additional law 
enforcemnt agents into pkorgia,, prkqared to enforce the legal Federal season in 
the State which lasts fron Ikkember 18 to Jr~uary 31, with shooting hours from noon 
until sunset. Ybese agents, It YE. DEV stated, %j,l~ remain in Georgia for m 
indefinite period. If 
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